
Palm Sunday 

Little Johnny was sick on Palm Sunday and stayed home from Church with his mother. His 

father returned from Church holding a palm branch. The little boy was curious and asked, 

“Why do you have that palm branch, dad?” His father explained, “You see, when Jesus 

came into town, everyone waved palm branches to honor Him; so we got palm branches 

today.” “Aw, shucks,” grumbled Little Johnny. “The one Sunday I can’t go to Church, and 

Jesus shows up!” 

Dear friends, 

We are entering into holy Week. This is the journey of Jesus into Jerusalem. As he said 

this would be his destination to give his life for us. Knowing this, he was walking on the 

streets of Jerusalem. Let us imagine the journey of Jesus into Jerusalem as if you are 

accompanying with him in the crowd. Now we are walking amongst COVID-19, let us 

place our deep trust in him. The palms that we have (may not be this year: eventually we 

will get it) tell us the glory of God.  

The first two readings picture the humble nature of Jesus. The first reading from the book 

of Isiah talks about the suffering servant who humbled himself totally relying on God’s 

help. The servant’s declaration, “The Lord is my help” sounds like both a Martyr’s 

statement of faith and an agonized cry for God’s help. It is a privileged time for Jesus to 

prove God’s love to humanity.  

In the second reading, St. Paul expresses both nature of Jesus Christ and how it clinked 

into the needs of the humanity. The first part of the hymn is about Christ’s status and 

actions. The second part is about God’s response. While mysteriously always retaining his 

divinity, in emptying himself Christ came in human likeness, sharing fully in the human 

condition.  

We read the whole narration of the passion of Christ. Mathew’s account of passion 

narration gives us the details of times, places, and fulfilment of the Old Testament 

scripture. It gives us a picture of a war like situation. So many characters across the 

narration. Each one of those tell us some stories but there is, only one Icon that is 

prominent: The Holy Cross.  

In that cross, we see Jesus on the surface. But there is not just one person, Jesus. 

Ultimately, there are three persons in the trinity: Father, Son, and The Holy Spirit are on 

the cross. What about their role on the cross? God the Father accompanied all the 

sufferings, rejection with pure love and forgiveness, and full of redemption, which defines 

God himself. The Holy Spirit plays the intermediate role of bringing love, forgiveness, 



peace, redemption and resurrection. Christ explicitly shows his love, forgiveness and 

redemption for the humanity through the suffering.  

As we journey into holy week, let us look at each details of God’s salvific act for the 

humanity.  As we are in the midst of fear and suffering, let us turn to the holy cross, which 

has redemption for the whole of humanity. As Pope Francis looked at the Holy Cross on 

Friday in Peter’s square, let us look at the cross with the same trust and hope. Let us make 

sure to understand God’s love through Christ. Let us walk with Jesus in the Journey 

towards heavenly Jerusalem.  


