
Summary of Guidelines for Parishioners attending a Mass or Communion 

 

1. No more than nine people may be gathered at any one time in one room, 

including church personnel and ministers. 

2. All parishes should carefully observe civil law and public health guidelines. 

Social distancing should be considered the norm. 

3. Those age 65 or above and those with compromised immunity are 

encouraged to stay home. Signage will be placed at the entrance of the 

church reminding those aged 65 or above and anyone with compromised 

immunity that they are at an increased risk. 

4. In Christian Charity, anyone with a fever, cough or flu like symptoms should 

remain at home so as to prevent further spread of the illness. 

5. Communicants are required to wear a suitable face covering which may be 

removed or adjusted for the reception of Holy Communion. The priest or 

other minister will be wearing a mask.  

6. Holy Communion won’t be distributed with the minister wearing gloves, 

nor will it be received in the hand if the communicant is wearing gloves. 

Hand hygiene is effective against the coronavirus, and therefore, gloves are 

not needed if the priest or minister performs proper hand hygiene. 

*The full list of Diocesan Guidelines is available at: 

https://www.gbdioc.org/front-page/covid19response 

 

Instructions for Communion Service at St. Mary Magdalene 

https://www.gbdioc.org/front-page/covid19response


A Step-by-Step visual guide is on the next page 

1. Prior to entering the church, please remain in your vehicles or stand in line on the 

sidewalk at the social distancing marks.  Everyone will be divided into groups of 8 

or less prior to entering the building. 

2. All will enter through the main doors to the right. Before entering, an usher will 

need to take your temperature (with a Thermal Scanner) and ensure that you are 

wearing a mask. If you do not have one, one will be provided for you. Before 

entering the building, you must apply the hand sanitizer we have made available. 

If your temperature is greater than 100.4° F you will not be allowed to enter. 

3. A second usher will be in the Narthex to indicate when you should enter the 

Sanctuary to receive the Eucharist. Please expect to stand for about 5 minutes in 

the Narthex waiting for the next service. Restrooms will only be available in an 

emergency, so please plan ahead prior to coming to the Parish. 

4. When indicated, you will enter the Sanctuary to receive the Eucharist during a 

brief Communion service. A third usher will then direct you to an exit leading 

through the Day Chapel. 

*During the Communion service, you will stand (or sit in a chair if 

needed). Communion will be distributed one by one to the hands only. 

Consume the Consecrated Host right away.  If there is a member of your 

household who could not attend, an individual Host can be given to a 

family member with a pyx.  

5. When your group of Communicants has finished in the Sanctuary, the next group 

of Communicants will be ushered in, allowing you to exit through the Day Chapel 

to the now empty Narthex, where the usher there will direct you to the exit of 

the doors on your right. 

6. A fourth usher will help you exit the church and return to your vehicle. Please exit 

the church, go directly to your vehicle, and leave. No further social gatherings will 

be allowed in the parking lot. 

 

 

Visual Instructions 



 


