
Pentecost Sunday 

A kindergarten teacher was observing her the children in her classroom while they 

drew pictures.  She would occasionally walk around to see each child’s artwork.  As 

she came to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing 

was. The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.” The teacher paused and said, “But no one 

knows what God looks like.” Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing 

the girl replied, “They will in a minute.” 

Dear Friends, 

 Today we celebrate the Pentecost. It is the 50th day after Jesus Resurrection. We 

celebrate the birthday of this Church – the universal church.  We celebrate the 

presence of the Spirit in this believing community today, just as it was present among 

the community in Jerusalem.   As we reopen our churches for public after more than 

60 days, it is important that we feel the work of the Holy Spirit or as a new beginning.  

Pentecost was considered as a new beginning. Today it is a new beginning to all of 

us in our faith. We have been locked up in our homes as the apostles were. They got 

the spirit; a new life was given to them. It was not mere life, rather with more energy 

and vibration.  

We heard in the first reading what happened on that day among the apostles and 

other disciples. The spirit gives them new languages to preach about Jesus. As the 

apostles spoke, everyone could understand them in their own language. It is through 

the spirit the confusing communications were restored.  

The second reading explains the different spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul 

brings the analogy of our body in union. We are all baptized in one body and spirit. 

It all depends on our acknowledgement of the sprit in us through the sacraments we 

are strengthened.  

The gospel today explains how Jesus gave them Holy Spirit. Jesus gave peace and the 

Holy Spirit. He gave them the power to forgive the sins of the world, in larger sense 

to reconcile all humanity with God. 

How do we understand the Holy Spirit? In each one of us, beyond the spoken word 

there is body language. Our bodies speak louder and more honestly than do our 

words. Through our bodies, through its gestures and the nuances of its countenance, 

we speak more deeply and more truly than we do with our words. 



And we have still yet a deeper language: more deeply than through the body, we 

speak through the spirit, through the language of the Holy Spirit, a language that 

transcends the spoken word and the language of our bodies. 

What is the language of the Spirit? 

The Holy Spirit is not just a person inside the Trinity, hopelessly abstract and beyond 

our conception. Scripture tells us that the Holy Spirit is the very concrete, conceivable, 

and tangible insides of charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, longsuffering, fidelity, 

gentleness, and chastity. These speak through us more loudly and clearly either in 

their presence or in their absence, than do all our words and gestures. 

As we begin a new beginning, let us realize the Holy Spirit works in us beyond our 

spoken languages. Amid the pandemic, we all deeply believe that the Holy Spirit 

guides us in so many ways. Let us understand the presence of the Spirit in us. Let the 

Spirit enable us to lead a new life in our family and in the community.  


