
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

A lawyer’s dog, running around town unleashed, heads for a butcher shop and steals a roast.  The 

butcher goes to the lawyer’s office and asks, “If a dog running unleashed steals a piece of meat from 

my store, do I have a right to demand payment for the meat from the dog’s owner?”  The lawyer 

answers, “Absolutely.” “Then you owe me $8.50.  Your dog was loose and stole a roast from me today.” 

The lawyer, without a word, writes the butcher a check for $8.50. The butcher, with a feeling of 

satisfaction, leaves. Three days later, the butcher finds a bill from the lawyer for $100– 

for consultation. 

Dear friends, 

We are in the sixth Sunday of Easter. As we reflected last week, Jesus prepares his disciples to be 

aware of his Ascension. During this pandemic, I want to reiterate that God never abandons us. He 

always loves us so much.  

In the first reading, we read Philip preached to the people of Samaria and it was accepted by them. 

The news of the resurrection was taken to the city of Samaria slowly by the disciples.  They all received 

the Holy Spirit.  

In the gospel, Jesus focused on two things.  The first one was about love. The second was the promise 

of not abandoning us. Let us reflect on both of these a little more in detail.  

Here I would like you to ask this question: what does love really mean?  What did Jesus mean when 

he said if you love me? 

Usually, we all experience love in some way. Being in love, loving someone, being loved by someone. 

Virtually everyone has known the love of somebody, a friend, a family member, or an acquaintance. 

The older we get, the more we also begin to know love’s dark side. Too common are these experiences: 

we fall in love and think it will last forever, but then fall out of love, feel love go sour, feel love grow 

cold, see love betrayed, feel ourselves wounded by love, and wound others. Finally, even more 

upsetting, we all find that there are always people in our lives who are cold, bitter, and unforgiving 

towards us so that it is not always easy to feel love and be loving. 

In the light of this discretion, I would like to comment on Jesus' most important commandment: “Love 

one another as I have loved you!” Jesus has loved us in a unique way. He loved the people who even 

killed him.  That’s where he asked us to love as he has loved you.  Let us think about loving both friends 

and enemies. In other words, love and forgiveness go hand in hand.  

The second was to ask the Father to give the Holy Spirit to us where he fulfilled his promise of               

non-abandonment. The Holy Spirit will continue to stand beside us. This is the love of God that he 

never wants to leave any of us as orphans.  

Sometimes we feel like that we are abandoned in situations for instance when we are lonely, sick, 

betrayed and other circumstances. But God is telling us through Jesus that he never abandons us, he 

lives with us.  

So, let us think about our love to God. Do we realize and recognize God’s presence through the Holy 

Spirit in our daily life? 


