
Thirteenth Sunday in ordinary Time 

Three Pastors were having lunch together at a diner.  The first Pastor said: "Ya know, since 

summer started I've been having trouble with mice in my church. I've tried everything. 

Noise, spray, cats. Nothing seems to scare them away." The second Pastor then said: "Yea, 

me too. I've got hundreds living in the basement of the church. I've set traps and even 

called an expert to get rid of them, yet they still won't go away."  With a grin on his face, 

the third Pastor said: "I had the same problem so I baptized all mine and made them 

members of the church ... Haven't seen one back since!" 

 

Dear Friends, 

We all wish to be successful or winning in our life. Winning or success can be attained in 

two ways. One is to win over everyone by defeating others. For example, in running a race, 

if the runner wants to win the race, he has to run faster to beat all those and come in first. 

The second would be by giving them what they need can also bring success.  The first one 

has a lot percussion. The second one has more happiness and joy. The first one, you are 

taking it for you.  The second one is you are receiving by giving it or losing it. We are the 

people of losing heart.  

 

Today’s scripture tells us that by giving or losing, we will gain the reward. We are dealing 

with Covid-19 all over the world. In some countries, the leaders play as a tool for their 

politics. But the frontline workers who work in the field are sacrificing their lives by taking 

care of the people.  

In the first reading, there was a woman who considered Elisha as a holy man gave him 

food and lodging without any expectation. The reward for that was a divine gift of a son. 

In our life, sometimes we give with expectation. God always looks at our mindset. 

Whatever we give or receive, he looks at our heart. In this, the woman’s name was not 

mentioned, because giving or lending should be unknown, only known to God.  

In the second reading, St. Paul talks about baptism, which is a life changing event for all 

of us take us into death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We live with Christ since we were 

buried with him. We are losing our identity and bring a new identity in Christ. That reward 

we get from God. 

In the Gospel, Jesus talks about three things. 1) loving God and being loyal to him 2) 

receiving persons as they are. 3) giving to people. To be a witnessing disciple in today’s 

context, we need to learn to be loyal to him. He doesn’t say that you don’t love your father 

and mother, son and daughter, rather bring the focus in God who leads us all and try to 

be faithful to him. When we are faithful, we will be able to carry the crosses of struggles, 

challenges with him. He will accompany us in our carrying.  



Secondly, Jesus says to us to be open. Respect and accept as they are. Rewards are ours.  

The one thing that is needed in our life to learn to lose which means sacrifice.  We have 

not learned to lose or in other words to accept the failures. We are happy when we are 

successful, we are sad in our failures. The failures teach a lesson to be successful.  

God will give us rewards for whatever we do.  

Let us follow Christ and be loyal to him . 

 

 


