
Twenty sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

A Non-Catholic Minister recently quit the ministry after more than 20 years of faithful, 

dedicated service and became a funeral director. When asked why he had changed 

vocations, he said: "I spent 10 years trying to straighten out John and he’s still an alcoholic. 

Then I spent three and one-half years trying to straighten out Harold and Susan’s marriage 

problems and they ended up getting a divorce. Later I tried for two years to help Bob kick 

his drug habit and he is still an addict. Now, at the funeral home, when I straighten them 

out, they stay straight! Perfect obedience!" 

Dear friends, 

We all have some excuses in our life. We all face challenges in our daily life. When we are 

not able to face those challenges, we give excuses and postpone things.  I can take the 

example of going to the grocery store or shopping, I become lazy and give excuses not 

to go there. Basically because I don’t like it or I don’t want to do it. Life’ s moments provide 

twists and turns and distractions which ruin decisions.  

Today’s readings tell us to make correct decisions for our life. Most of us have the best 

intentions, but how often we fail to keep them. we may be determined to do our job to 

the best of our ability, but actual job performance may indicate something less. In the first 

reading, God speaks through prophet Ezekiel that each of them are responsible for what 

they take in life. When you realize about the wickedness and turn away you will save your 

life. God always welcomes all. It is the realization of God’s love in our life. It takes time. 

Once the decision is made, that will save the future life.  

In the gospel, Jesus talks about the parable to teach the religious leaders that they are 

not part of the kingdom if they don’t correspond between their saying and doing. It 

should correspond. (Refer Mt 7:21-23) Thoughts or attitudes play a crucial role in Christian 

life. Quoting directly John the Baptist, Jesus warns them for agreeing to work for God and 

do not. They talk divine demands and ways but do not live by them because they are 

inconvenient and require them to change how they spend their time. Change is the hard 

thing all of us. change is unchangeable.  

In the second reading, St. Paul offers the right way to live in faith. It shows the integrity of 

the disciple: Having the mindset and attitude of Christ in our life. Is it possible?  Yes. When 

we live and do things according to the will of the father. Jesus never desired to grasp the 

divinity than the father’s will. We see in Luke’s Gospel 22:42, “Father, if you are willing, 

remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” from the beginning to the 

end, Jesus has done the will of the father. Let us have the same attitude.  



The challenges we have here is giving excuses for all things that we do. We postpone 

things too. As a pastor, I see a challenge here in our church is to find volunteers for any 

work in the church. Think about your own time, how many people volunteered to do some 

job. May be the same people all the time.  

My point is not blame anyone. It is easy for us to disown things. We all say we love this 

church. It is beautiful. I think you all made it beautiful. We should own it. It is the 

responsibility of all. It is not I do or he/she does. It is we do.   

Let us remember to do the will of God in this community. Let us have the attitude of Jesus 

Christ.  Let us build this church with our ability and love. Let us stop having prejudices. 

Accept the persons as they are. 

We are called to build the kingdom of God here in this community. Let us do it together. 

Let us take the responsibility for what have not achieved as a community. Let us yes to 

the lord through this church with one mind and heart, having the mindset and attitude of 

Jesus Christ.  

 


