
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

A pastor was speaking to a Sunday school class about the things money can’t buy.  “It 

can’t buy laughter and it can’t buy love” he told them.  Driving his point home, he said, 

“What would you do if I offered you $1000 not to love your mother and father?”  Stunned 

silence followed.  Finally, a small voice queried, “How much would you give me not to love 

my big sister?” 

Dear Friends, 

Christian life is a triangle: God, others and self.  We might prefer to think that if we lead a 

good life, if we take a time to love our God and ourselves, we have done our duty. The 

community often feels like a deliberately contrived plot to detract us from honoring God 

and ourselves. it is difficult to demolish this warped vision and acknowledge Christian life 

as triangular: God, others and self. 

Today’s readings emphasize this triangle. They see neighbors, not as necessary evils but 

as indispensable partners in our common enterprise of loving God. In a sense, they 

demand that we seek to uncover our God in the problems and the pain of others. Here 

there is no either God or neighbor; there is only God and neighbor.  

In the first reading God speaks about the mercy and compassion towards the aliens, 

widows, orphans and poor.  God asked them not to repeat what they had experienced 

bitterly in Egypt when they were in slavery. We as human beings tend to do what we 

experienced in our lives. God proves himself more compassionate to all.  

In the Gospel, The Pharisees kept on trying to test Jesus in various ways. Today, they tried 

to ask about the commandments. Testing here, like last week’s Gospel was an attempt to 

prove that Jesus had no authority as a teacher. While the scholar had asked for only one 

commandment, Jesus gives two, teaching that love of God and love of neighbor are 

intimately connected and embrace all other commandments.  

This love of God and love of neighbor is symbolized by the two beams of the cross. First, 

it is our call to balance the vertical dimension of our relationship with God in prayer. 

Secondly, sacrifices with the horizontal dimension of our relationship with others in 

mutual and loving service. So, if we take away the vertical dimension or detach either 

beam, you’ll obtain neither love of God nor love of neighbor, there is no sign of the cross 

and we are not true Christian Catholics. 

Pope Francis in his new encyclical, “FRATELLI TUTTI” which is Fraternity and Social 

Friendship talks about all the social issues we face around the world today and how we 



need to love one another in friendship. I quote his words, “God has created all human 

beings equal in rights, duties and dignity, and has called them to live together as brothers 

and sisters” (No.5) and ”Love, then, is more than just a series of benevolent actions. Those 

actions have their source in a union increasingly directed towards others, considering 

them of value, worthy, pleasing and beautiful apart from their physical or moral 

appearances. Our love for others, for who they are, moves us to seek the best for their 

lives. Only by cultivating this way of relating to one another will we make possible a social 

friendship that excludes no one and a fraternity that is open to all.” (No 94)  

During this time of COVID, we have many chances to show our love to God and our 

neighbor in so many ways.  

Questions for Reflections:  

1) How do we love our neighbor and show in action? 

2) What all can be done? 

3) What is my role as individual or family to do this? 

 

For our personal Reflection: 

On the wall of the home of Mother Teresa of Calcutta hangs a sign which reads: 

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered. 

LOVE THEM ANYWAY 

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives, 

DO GOOD ANYWAY 

If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies, 

SUCCEED ANYWAY 

The good you do will be forgotten tomorrow, 

DO GOOD ANYWAY 

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable, 

BE HONEST AND FRANK ANYWAY 

What you spent years building may be destroyed overnight, 

BUILD ANYWAY 

People really need help but may attack you if you help them, 

HELP PEOPLE ANYWAY 

Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth, 

GIVE THE WORLD THE BEST YOU’VE GOT ANYWAY 

 


