
Twenty Eighth Sunday  

“Mummy,” asked a little girl, “Do men ever go to heaven?”  “Why, yes, of course, my dear,” 

answered the mother.  “Why do you ask?” “Because I have never seen angels with 

mustaches, whiskers or beards.”  “Well,” replied the mother, “Some men do go to heaven, 

but they get there only by a close shave!” 

Dear Friends, 

For every celebration, we keep some tradition. Everyone who would like to attend the 

celebration prepares himself or herself to be able fit in that celebration. If somebody does 

not fit in others look at him or her sarcastically. In today’s society, it cannot be like that. 

The point here is to understand the worthiness of ourselves.  

The readings today give the imagery of richness of God himself. In the first reading 

prophet Isaiah brings the idea of how God gives us rich food and drink. The responsorial 

psalm allows us to see how God feeds and takes care of us.  In the gospel, Jesus tells the 

parable of a wedding feast.  

This parable contains two parts. First part is that God invites us to a banquet where there 

is a place for everyone.  As we reflect from last week, all through history, God has been 

sending His prophets to preach justice, the mercy of God and to trust in Him. The Jewish 

nation (The Pharisees and the elders of the people), however did not heed to God’s call 

through these prophets and not even to Jesus. This parable was a continuation of last 

week’s Gospel. 

The focus of the parable is on the wedding banquet of the Son. The reference is naturally 

to the Messianic banquet, which is not only mentioned in the New Testament (Rev. 19) 

but also in the Rabbinic Literature. At the end of the age, the Jewish tradition held, all the 

people of God--Israel--would enjoy a Messianic banquet in their transition from this life 

to the life to come. This parable also explains the historical, political and eschatological 

events that happened during the time of Mathew especially the destruction of Rome at 

70 A.D.  

The invitation was sent to all but the response was very different. Some excused 

themselves; some became violent, and killed the servants. It is primarily a kind of rejection 

shown to the Messiah. The Jews did not accept Jesus as the Messiah.  

The only table of Christ that Christians usually know is the Eucharist. None of us deserve 

to be the invitees. God has been very gracious to send the invitation to all of us through 
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baptism and other sacraments. Our duty is to accept the invitation without excuses. Here 

we not only accept the invitation, we let others also join the banquet. 

This parable means that when one freely accepts Christ Jesus as God and Savoir, one must 

be worthy and dedicate one’s life to Jesus. Grace is a gift and a grave responsibility. We 

meet Christ at the Eucharistic table every day. Our meeting must remind us that God calls 

to prepare, in our daily lives to follow Him. 

This parable clarifies that God has the right to choose.  Being a Catholic, a priest or Bishop 

is not the criterion for a banquet. But how worthy and holy we are in our daily life? God 

invites everyone and at the same time he expects us to be worthy.  

Few people choose to reject God but many of us simply have no time for Him. We have 

other priorities, such as and which are not necessarily immoral; like our social obligations, 

the need for relaxation, pressures of work, our time with our family, and the demands of 

friends, which leaves us no time for prayer or to even attend Sunday Mass. 

There is no adequate explanation of the Eucharist for the same reason that, in the end, 

there is no adequate explanation for love, for embrace, and for the reception of life and 

spirit through touch. Certain realities take us beyond language because that is their very 

purpose. They do what words cannot do. They also are beyond what we can neatly nail 

down in our understanding. Eucharist is such a reality where we can feel and participate 

in the sacrifice of Christ himself.  

Do I really accept God’s invitation? How do we make myself worthy to the invitation in 

our daily lives?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


