Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs

Lectionary: 698
Reading 1

1IN 1:5-2:2

Beloved:

This is the message that we have heard from Jesus Christ
and proclaim to you:

God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all.

If we say, “We have fellowship with him,”

while we continue to walk in darkness,

we lie and do not act in truth.

But if we walk in the light as he is in the light,

then we have fellowship with one another,

and the Blood of his Son Jesus cleanses us from all sin.

If we say, “We are without sin,”

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just

and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrongdoing.
If we say, “We have not sinned,” we make him a liar,

and his word is not in us.

My children, | am writing this to you

so that you may not commit sin.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/1?5

But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous one.

He is expiation for our sins,

and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 124:2-3, 4-5,7CD-8

R. (7) Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler’s snare.
Had not the LORD been with us—

When men rose up against us,

then would they have swallowed us alive,

When their fury was inflamed against us.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler’s snare.
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;

The torrent would have swept over us;

over us then would have swept the raging waters.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler’s snare.
Broken was the snare,

and we were freed.

Our help is in the name of the LORD,

who made heaven and earth.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler’s snare.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,

we acclaim you as Lord;

the white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/124?2

MT 2:13-18

When the magi had departed, behold,

the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,

“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt,

and stay there until | tell you.

Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.”

Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night

and departed for Egypt.

He stayed there until the death of Herod,

that what the Lord had said through the prophet might be fulfilled,
Out of Egypt | called my son.

When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi,

he became furious.

He ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity
two years old and under,

in accordance with the time he had ascertained from the magi.

Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet:
A voice was heard in Ramabh,

sobbing and loud lamentation;

Rachel weeping for her children,

and she would not be consoled,

since they were no more.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?13

The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas

Lectionary: 202
Reading 1

1IN 2:3-11

Beloved:

The way we may be sure that we know Jesus

is to keep his commandments.

Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not keep his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

But whoever keeps his word,

the love of God is truly perfected in him.

This is the way we may know that we are in union with him:
whoever claims to abide in him ought to walk just as he walked.
Beloved, | am writing no new commandment to you

but an old commandment that you had from the beginning.

The old commandment is the word that you have heard.

And yet | do write a new commandment to you,

which holds true in him and among you,

for the darkness is passing away,

and the true light is already shining.

Whoever says he is in the light,

yet hates his brother, is still in the darkness.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/2?3

Whoever loves his brother remains in the light,
and there is nothing in him to cause a fall.
Whoever hates his brother is in darkness;

he walks in darkness

and does not know where he is going

because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 96:1-2A, 2B-3, 5B-6

R. (11a) Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
Sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all you lands.

Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
Announce his salvation, day after day.

Tell his glory among the nations;

among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
The LORD made the heavens.

Splendor and majesty go before him;

praise and grandeur are in his sanctuary.

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

Alleluia

LK 2:32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
A light of revelation to the Gentiles


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/96?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?32

and glory for your people Israel.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 2:22-35

When the days were completed for their purification
according to the law of Moses,

the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem

to present him to the Lord,

just as it is written in the law of the Lord,

Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,
and to offer the sacrifice of

a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,

in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.
This man was righteous and devout,

awaiting the consolation of Israel,

and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit

that he should not see death

before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.

He came in the Spirit into the temple;

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus

to perform the custom of the law in regard to him,


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?22

he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying:
“Lord, now let your servant go in peacse;

your word has been fulfilled:

my own eyes have seen the salvation

which you prepared in the sight of every people,

a light to reveal you to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is destined

for the fall and rise of many in Israel,

and to be a sign that will be contradicted

(and you yourself a sword will pierce)

so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas

Lectionary: 203
Reading 1

1IN 2:12-17

| am writing to you, children,
because your sins have been forgiven for his name’s sake.
| am writing to you, fathers,

because you know him who is from the beginning.l am writing to you, young men,


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/2?12

because you have conquered the Evil One.

| write to you, children,

because you know the Father.l write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the beginning.

| write to you, young men,

because you are strong and the word of God remains in you,
and you have conquered the Evil One.

Do not love the world or the things of the world.

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world,

sensual lust, enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious life,
is not from the Father but is from the world.

Yet the world and its enticement are passing away.

But whoever does the will of God remains forever.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 96:7-8A, 8B-9, 10

R. (11a) Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
Give to the LORD, you families of nations,

give to the LORD glory and praise;

give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

Bring gifts, and enter his courts;

worship the LORD in holy attire.

Tremble before him, all the earth.

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/96?7

He has made the world firm, not to be moved,;
he governs the peoples with equity.
R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

A holy day has dawned upon us.

Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
Today a great light has come upon the earth.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 2:36-40

There was a prophetess, Anna,

the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.

She was advanced in years,

having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage,
and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.

She never left the temple,

but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.
And coming forward at that very time,

she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child

to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions

of the law of the Lord,


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?36

they returned to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;

and the favor of God was upon him.

The Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas

Lectionary: 204
Reading 1

1JN 2:18-21

Children, it is the last hour;

and just as you heard that the antichrist was coming,

s0 now many antichrists have appeared.

Thus we know this is the last hour.

They went out from us, but they were not really of our number;
if they had been, they would have remained with us.

Their desertion shows that none of them was of our number.
But you have the anointing that comes from the Holy One,

and you all have knowledge.

| write to you not because you do not know the truth

but because you do, and because every lie is alien to the truth.
Responsorial Psalm

PS 96:1-2,11-12, 13

R. (11a) Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
Sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all you lands.

Sing to the LORD; bless his name;

announce his salvation, day after day.

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;

let the sea and what fills it resound;

let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
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Then shall all the trees of the forest exult before the LORD.
R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

The LORD comes,

he comes to rule the earth.

He shall rule the world with justice

and the peoples with his constancy.

R. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!

Alleluia

JN 1:14A, 12A

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
To those who accepted him

he gave power to become the children of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

JN1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came to be through him,

and without him nothing came to be.

What came to be through him was life,

and this life was the light of the human race;

the light shines in the darkness,
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and the darkness has not overcome it.

A man named John was sent from God.

He came for testimony, to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him.

He was not the light,

but came to testify to the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world,

and the world came to be through him,

but the world did not know him.

He came to what was his own,

but his own people did not accept him.

But to those who did accept him

he gave power to become children of God,

to those who believe in his name,

who were born not by natural generation

nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision
but of God.And the Word became flesh

and made his dwelling among us,

and we saw his glory,

the glory as of the Father’s only-begotten Son,

full of grace and truth.



John testified to him and cried out, saying,

“This was he of whom | said,

‘The one who is coming after me ranks ahead of me
because he existed before me.”

From his fullness we have all received,

grace in place of grace,

because while the law was given through Moses,

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

No one has ever seen God.

The only-begotten Son, God, who is at the Father's side,

has revealed him.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Lectionary: 18

Reading 1

NM 6:22-27

The LORD said to Moses:

“Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell them:
This is how you shall bless the Israelites.
Say to them:

The LORD bless you and keep you!

The LORD let his face shine upon

you, and be gracious to you!



The LORD look upon you kindly and
give you peace!
So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites,

and | will bless them.”

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 67:2-3,5,6, 8

R/ (2a) May God bless us in his mercy.

May God have pity on us and bless us;
may he let his face shine upon us.

So may your way be known upon earth;
among all nations, your salvation.

R/ May God bless us in his mercy.

May the nations be glad and exult
because you rule the peoples in equity;
the nations on the earth you guide.

R/ May God bless us in his mercy.

May the peoples praise you, O God;
may all the peoples praise you!

May God bless us,
and may all the ends of the earth fear him!

R/ May God bless us in his mercy.



Reading 2

GAL 4:4-7

Brothers and sisters:

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law,

to ransom those under the law,

so that we might receive adoption as sons.

As proof that you are sons,

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,

crying out, “Abba, Father!”

So you are no longer a slave but a son,

and if a son then also an heir, through God.

Alleluia

HEB 1:1-2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.



Gospel

LK 2:16-21

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph,
and the infant lying in the manger.

When they saw this,

they made known the message

that had been told them about this child.

All who heard it were amazed

by what had been told them by the shepherds.

And Mary kept all these things,

reflecting on them in her heart.

Then the shepherds returned,

glorifying and praising God

for all they had heard and seen,

just as it had been told to them.

When eight days were completed for his circumcision,
he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel

before he was conceived in the womb.



Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and

Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of
the Church

Lectionary: 205
Reading |

1Jn2:22-28

Beloved:

Who is the liar?

Whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ.

Whoever denies the Father and the Son, this is the antichrist.
Anyone who denies the Son does not have the Father,

but whoever confesses the Son has the Father as well.

Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.

If what you heard from the beginning remains in you,

then you will remain in the Son and in the Father.

And this is the promise that he made us: eternal life.

| write you these things about those who would deceive you.
As for you,

the anointing that you received from him remains in you,

so that you do not need anyone to teach you.

But his anointing teaches you about everything and is true and not false;


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/2?22

just as it taught you, remain in him.
And now, children, remain in him,
so that when he appears we may have confidence

and not be put to shame by him at his coming.

Responsorial Psalm

98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done wondrous deeds;

His right hand has won victory for him,

his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
The LORD has made his salvation known:

in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness

toward the house of Israel.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
All the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation by our God.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;

break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/98?1

Alleluia

Heb 1:1-2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
In times, past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets:
in these last days, he has spoken to us through his Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Jn 1:19-28

This is the testimony of John.

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him
to ask him, “Who are you?”

He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted,

“l am not the Christ.”

So they asked him,

“What are you then? Are you Elijah?”

And he said, “l am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

So they said to him,

“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?
What do you have to say for yourself?”

He said:
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“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’

as Isaiah the prophet said.”

Some Pharisees were also sent.

They asked him,

“Why then do you baptize

if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”
John answered them,

“| baptize with water;

but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me,

whose sandal strap | am not worthy to untie.”
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,

where John was baptizing.

The Epiphany of the Lord

Lectionary: 20
Reading |

Is 60:1-6

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth,

and thick clouds cover the peoples;
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but upon you the LORD shines,

and over you appears his glory.

Nations shall walk by your light,

and kings by your shining radiance.

Raise your eyes and look about;

they all gather and come to you:

your sons come from afar,

and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.
Then you shall be radiant at what you see,
your heart shall throb and overflow,

for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you,
the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.
Caravans of camels shall fill you,

dromedaries from Midian and Ephabh;

all from Sheba shall come

bearing gold and frankincense,

and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13

R.(cf. 11) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
0 God, with your judgment endow the king,

and with your justice, the king's son;


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/72?1

He shall govern your people with justice

and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Justice shall flower in his days,

and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts;
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute.
All kings shall pay him homage,

all nations shall serve him.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;

the lives of the poor he shall save.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Reading Il

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

Brothers and sisters:

You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace
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that was given to me for your benefit,

namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation.
It was not made known to people in other generations

as it has now been revealed

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:

that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body,

and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Alleluia

Mt 2:2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mt 2:1-12

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,

in the days of King Herod,

behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
"Where is the newborn king of the Jews?

We saw his star at its rising

and have come to do him homage."

When King Herod heard this,
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he was greatly troubled,

and all Jerusalem with him.

Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people,
He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea,

for thus it has been written through the prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

since from you shall come a ruler,

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

Then Herod called the magi secretly

and ascertained from them the time of the star's appearance.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said,

"Go and search diligently for the child.

When you have found him, bring me word,

that | too may go and do him homage."

After their audience with the king they set out.

And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,
until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.
They were overjoyed at seeing the star,

and on entering the house

they saw the child with Mary his mother.



They prostrated themselves and did him homage.

Then they opened their treasures

and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,

they departed for their country by another way.



