Twenty second Sunday in ordinary time
A lonely pastor buys a parrot to keep him company. Unfortunately, the parrot curses a blue streak. The pastor yells at it to stop, but this only makes the bird swear more. Even throwing a blanket over its cage doesn’t quiet down. Furious, the pastor tosses the parrot into the freezer, and all goes quiet. Too quiet. The pastor throws open the freezer door. The parrot climbs out and humbly says, “I am sorry for the trouble I’ve caused you Father. I promise to improve my vocabulary. By the way, what did the chicken do?”
Dear Friends,
Most of the democratic nations have their constitution. The rulers bring some amendments according to the need. The bills go through their legislative body and brings a lot of discussion and debate and a consensus to become a law. It involves a lot of hearing, listening, and documenting. It is all done with care, so that no one is affected by the new changes. In today’s political scenario, it may not be true. 
The readings today help us bring a religion that creates the relationship not just laws and regulations. In the first reading from the book of Deuteronomy, we hear that God gives the commandments in a covenantal relationship. Israel became a great nation because of the closeness of God. it is always God who cared for them, listened to them, heard their complains and gives them what they want. There was a process of divine formation involved throughout the course of time. 
In the second reading, St. James defines true religion as keeping the word of God and doing His will by helping the needy, the poor and the weak in the community. He challenges Christians to become doers of the word, not merely hearers.
In today’s Gospel Jesus explains the use of the traditions and laws in a right way. It should help developing a relationship with God. Jesus insists about the inner heart. All good things as well as bad things comes from within. There needs to be an inner awareness within ourselves. 
I hope you are all aware of Johari window which is a psychological tool that helps to understand our relationship within ourselves and others. 1. Open self (known to you &others, 2. Blind spot (not known oneself), 3. Hidden (unknown to others) 4. Unknown. 
Jesus spent so much time arguing with pharisees and scribes. The reason behind was that their practices not only bring bad news for them, but such behavior corrodes the chosen people within, dismantling a divine promise to make Israel a great nation. 
As I said in my homily last week, I edit my life inside whether things at the parish, my family or in my personal life. I try to work on the improvements to be faithful to God. I can get only so much help; it is basically me who had to bring changes. 
Jesus clearly spoke to the people to speak and observe from the heart not from the lips. Outside world can bring so many new things. It is you who are going to accept or deny it. Let us do it in our faith also. Whatever we do and speak should help us develop a personal relationship With God who is faithful in his promises. 

