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It is said that all four gospels tell us that Jesus, in obedience to his Father, “set his
face” towards Jerusalem where he must suffer greatly, be killed and on the third day be raised
(Mt 16:21). This revelation did not go well with Peter. Thus, he vehemently told Jesus, “God
forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”

This might be Peter's way of showing his love and concern for Jesus. But unknown to
him, with these words he was reiterating Satan's objective when he tempted Jesus three
times —to deviate from his mission. Moreover, this revelation of Jesus was probably the final
nail that sealed Peter’s doubt about Jesus. For was it not a fact that until only recently vast
throng of people followed Jesus wherever he went? Now, even some of his disciples had
abandoned him and the religious leaders of the Jews had united against him. So, was Jesus
for real or was he just one of those false prophets who appeared now and then in Israel?

Jesus knew what was bothering Peter. Thus, after six days, he invited him along with
the brothers John and James to go up with him on the mountain (Mt 17:1-9). There he was
transfigured before them, “His face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as
light.” Not only that, Moses and Elijah appeared conversing with Jesus. Finally, a voice was
heard from the cloud saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to
him!”

Moses represents the Law while Elijah stands for the Prophets. In the Old Testament
God promised to raise someone like Moses and Elijah in the “last days." Thus, their
appearance with Jesus at the Transfiguration signified that the “last days” had come. This
meant that there and then, God spoke no longer through the likes of Moses and Elijah but
through Jesus. Thus, it was imperative that the three apostles and everyone else must “listen
to him” so that they may be able to live their lives in accordance with his words. This is what
to be a disciple, a Christian, means.

But at the time, all this was way beyond Peter. After such an unheard-of experience
of seeing Jesus in his glory, and with his doubts about Jesus all gone, Peter proposed to build
three shelters - one each of Jesus, Moses and Elijah. Then all of them could stay there in
bliss for good.

Jesus ignored Peter’s proposal. Instead, he asked them to go down the mountain so
that he could go on with his journey to Jerusalem to fulfill what his Father wanted. He also
admonished them to tell no one about what they had seen and heard, until he had been
raised from the dead.



Being transfigured before them - seeing Jesus in the glory that would be his after his
Passion and Death —was Jesus’ way of preparing them for the trying days ahead. Meanwhile,
as the Father told them, they had to “listen to him.”

Peter was with Jesus throughout his entire public ministry. He not only heard all his
words but also received private instructions from him together with other apostles. Yet, after
Jesus was arrested and scourged, and fearing the same for himself, Peter denied Jesus
thrice! Why? Because he failed to “listen to him.” Instead, he listened to his fears. But later,
on hearing cock crow, Peter remembered Jesus’ words and repented. From then on, he
continued to “listen to him.”

My dear friends, we are like Peter in many ways, we have our own problems, sufferings
and preoccupations. We are so anxious over many things that we often forget to “listen to
him.”

The Transfiguration-event shows us the value of “withdrawing” now and then from
our daily routine and “going up to the mountain” to “listen to him,” that's TO PRAY. We all
know that when we pray, our problems, trials and suffering do not necessarily go away but
after prayer, we return to the same world with a difference — with our heart and outlook
transformed which creates sacred space, allows u to listen to God more deeply and helps
us reorder our priorities in life.

Thus, at prayer - constant and persevering prayer - we discover that what matters is
to do God’s will not ours. At prayer we may be told not just to honestly earn as much as we
can for our family but also to devote more time and attention to our growing children so that
they will be brought up properly. At prayer we may be told to talk about the positive qualities
of others instead of spreading gossip about them thus bringing about peace within ourselves
and with one another. At prayer we may be told that what we own are not just for our exclusive
use but are to be shared with others in need, etc.

AS CHRISTIANS WE WILL HAVE OUR OWN TRANSFIGURATION IN THE END-TIME.
THE PRE-CONDITION FOR THIS IS TO “LISTEN TO HIM,” THAT IS, TO ENGAGE IN
PERSEVERING AND TRANSFORMING PRAYER SO THAT EVEN NOW WE MAY ALREADY BE
TRANSFORMED. LET THIS BE OUR “SPECIAL PROJECT” DURING THIS SEASON OF LENT.






